METHoDS AnD MATERIAL
The field research was conducted in 10 stands, in the years 2015-2016 (Fig 1) . A group of trees in old fruit orchards was accepted as an individual stand. From each stand, lichens were recorded from the bark of fruit trees up to 1.6 m. The geographical coordinates of the study sites in the Podlaskie Voivodeship were established using GPS. GPS coordinates used the WGS84 datum.
List of research stands: The lists of species of lichenized fungi at individual sites were made. Herbarium material was collected for lichenological documentation and identification of some taxa. Specimens were studied morphologically and anatomically by microscopy. The material collected was determined using lichen identification keys by Nowak and Tobolewski [1975] , Wirth [1980, 1995] and Purvis et al. [1992] . The specimens of genus Lepraria, Cladonia pyxidata-chlorophaea group and Lecanora expallens were determined by TLC in solvent systems A and C [Orange et al. 2003 ]. The lichen species nomenclature followed Fałtynowicz, Kossowska [2016] . Specimens were stored in the Herbarium of the Institute of Biology of the University of Bialystok.
RESULTS
In the fruit orchards in the Podlaskie Voivodeship, 56 species of lichens were found. Most of the species are representatives of the genus Lecanora (10 species), Physcia (5), Cladonia and Lepraria (such as 3). The lists of species of lichenized fungi at individual sites were made. Herbarium was collected for lichenological documentation and identification of some taxa. Sp were studied morphologically and anatomically by microscopy. The material collec determined using lichen indification identification keys by Nowak and Tobolewski Wirth [1980, 1995] , ] and Purvis et al. [1992] . The specimens of genus Lepraria, C pyxidata-chlorophaea group and Lecanora expallens were determined by TLC in systems A and C [Orange et al. 2003 ]. The lichen species nomenclature follows f Fałtynowicz, Kossowska [2016] . Specimens are were stored in the Herbarium of the of Biology of the University of Bialystok. 

In
DIScUSSIon
The lichen biota of fruit trees (56 species) in selected localities The abundance of epiphytic lichens on the tree bark depends mainly on the bark structure, the nutrient content of the bark and the bark pH [Barkman 1958 , Wirth 1995 . Tree bark pH is one of the most important factors affecting the lichen species' distribution [Barkman 1958 ]. Deciduous trees usually have lower bark acidity than coniferous trees [Barkman 1958 ], which varies according to the tree species; for example, Picea abies, Pinus sylvestris and Betula pendula have normal acidity (pH 3.4-4.0) and Acer platanoides, Fraxinus excelsior, Tilia cordata and fruit trees have subneutral (pH 4.9-7.5) bark in clean-air areas [Wirth 1995] .
Differences between the epiphytic lichen biota of trees with similar bark chemistry, were attributable to differences in bark rugosity, dust trapping, microclimate conditions and content of air pollution. 
concLUSIonS
1. The lichen species diversity of the fruit trees in the study area is comparable with other regions in the country.
2. The lichen species typical for the lichen biota of fruit trees in built-up areas are dominating.
3. The fruit trees growing in orchards are significantly increasing the heterogeneity of the anthropogenic landscape.
